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Representative Smola supports House passage of 
Chapter 90 bond bill 

 
BOSTON – Representative Todd M. Smola (R-Warren, Ranking Member, Committee on 
Ways & Means) recently supported legislation that will provide all towns in the 1st Hampden 
District with additional funds for local road and bridge repairs under the state’s Chapter 90 
program. House Bill 3903, An Act financing improvements to municipal roads and bridges, 
authorizes a total of $200 million in Chapter 90 spending, along with $75 million in additional 
transportation infrastructure funding for projects across the state. The bill was given initial 
approval by the House of Representatives on a unanimous roll call vote of 160-0 on June 22. 
 
Under this program, Brimfield will receive $279,689; Holland will receive $158,157; Palmer 
will receive $470,611; Sturbridge will receive $427,897; Wales will receive $105,036; Ware will 
receive $424,119; and Warren will receive $ $287,355 in road and bridge funding for Fiscal Year 
2022. 
 
Established by the Legislature in 1973, the Chapter 90 program uses a distribution formula based 
on a community’s population, employment and total road miles to allocate funding to cities and 
towns on an annual basis. It is a 100 percent reimbursable program that provides state funding 
assistance to municipalities for capital improvements such as highway construction, preservation 
and improvement projects, including road resurfacing and related work such as sidewalks, traffic 
control measures, and roadside drainage. 
 
Representative Smola said House Bill 3903 also increases funding for three additional 
transportation infrastructure accounts within the Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
that were funded in a comprehensive transportation bond bill signed into law on January 15. This 
includes: 
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 a $25 million increase for the municipal small bridge program, which helps fund 
construction, repairs and improvements for non-federally aided bridges, bringing the total 
appropriation to $95 million; 

 a $25 million increase in grants to municipalities for the prioritization and enhancement 
of mass transit by bus, doubling the program’s appropriation to $50 million; and 

 a $25 million increase in grants to municipalities for local projects that increase access to 
mass transit and commuter rail stations, bringing the total appropriation to $50 million. 

 
House Bill 3903 now moves to the Senate for its consideration. For additional information please 
contact Representative Smola at Todd.Smola@mahouse.gov or (617) 722-2100. 
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